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State of the finances of SBSA as of December 31, 2014 

Provided by Don Hammer, Treasurer 

Income 2014 Expenses 2014 

  Regular Membership Fees 18,200.00   Business Registration Fees      26.00 

  Associate Membership Fees      260.00   Contract Services    499.00 

  Ship’s Store Revenue   2,823.65   Equipment Rental    121.44 

  General Fund Contributions   1,440.00   Postage, Mailing Service    363.16 

  MMSD P-24 Contributions        25.00   Printing and Copying 1,116.78 

  PCF 104 Contributions      100.00  Supplies         77.75 

  Interest        16.45   Computers and Software    986.20 

  Miscellaneous Revenue    1,000.00 Other Costs        49.33 

Total Income 2014  23,865.10  Memorial Observances    325.41 

  Cost of Goods Sold    2,215.78 Reconciliation Discrepancies       -5.00 

  Ship’s Store Shipping       165.75 Meeting Expenses     999.38 

Total COGS 2014    2,381.53 Total Expenses 2014  4,560.44 

 

Net Ordinary Income for 2014            =  $16,923.13 

Savings Account Balance 12/31/14    =  $30,690.00 

Operating Account Balance 12/31/14 =  $35,883.00 

 

 



President’s Corner 
SBSA Reunion 

Our reunion and members business meeting are fast approaching. They will be held May 7-10, 2015 at the 

Sheraton Premiere at Tysons Corner outside Washington D.C.  

If you have not made reservations for the hotel please do so soon. They can be made at Hotel Reservations: 

888-627-8230. There are rooms still available at the SBSA reduced rate. If you have any difficulty 

booking your room, please call Alyssa direct at 703 712-4732 and she will help you.  
If you have not registered for the reunion and picked your reunion events, go to the SBSA website 

www.swiftboats.org where you can download the form from the site and send it to  

Military Reunions to Remember  

Swift Boat Sailors Assoc. Reunion  

1673 Kilt Street 

Virginia Beach.VA 23464  

The full agenda for the reunion is included on the registration form.  If you have trouble downloading they reg-

istration form contact me and I will send you a PDF of the form by email.  

Tours 

There are two tours and a memorial service scheduled during the reunion. Be sure to sign up so the correct 

number of buses can be reserved. The first tour is to the National Air and Space Museum and the second is a 

visit to Mount Vernon. Both of these tours are set up to be informative and fun, but most importantly a chance 

for fellowship with other Swifties. 

Saturday is set up for a special memorial tour, which will include a visit to PCF 1 at the Washington Navy 

Yard followed by a memorial service at the US Navy Memorial. Following the memorial service there will be 

time to visit the other memorials on the Washington Mall and then return to the hotel. 

Reunion Volunteers – HELP NEEDED! 
If you live in the area or just want to help, please contact Mike Solhaug. I know he can use volunteers. We are 

about 3 months out, and a reunion requires a lot of volunteers, we can use you all!  

SBSA Award Nominations 

I am asking for recommendations from our membership for our two major reunion banquet awards - The Elmo 

R. Zumwalt, Jr., Humanitarian Award and The Ralph Singleton Patriot Award. 

The Elmo R. Zumwalt, Jr. Humanitarian Award was created to recognize an outstanding individual who 

has dedicated his time to serving the needs of our war veterans and, or the community where he lives.  

The Ralph Singleton Patriot Award salutes an individual for his unselfish commitment to special SBSA Pro-

jects and, or dedication to the Association.  

Standing SBSA Officers and Board Directors are not eligible for these awards. 

Please send your recommendations to Van Odell at odellvs@gmail.com. 

New Director Position 

A new position on the Board was established at the last officer’s meeting. This director’s position is for a 

member of the Legacy Group and at this time will be the 9th director. As the Legacy Group has become a driv-

ing force in the gathering of Swift historical information and are heavily involved in developing a new Swift 

memorial, it is only fitting that they have a voice at the table.  

Sue Edwards was appointed by the officers to hold this position until the business meeting at the reunion, at 

which time she and will stand for election with the other candidates. 

Welcome to the board Sue!! We look forward to working with you. 

From the early registration, it looks like many of you will be in attendance. I look forward to seeing you all at 

the reunion. 

Van Odell 

President SBSA 

tel:703%20712-4732
http://www.swiftboats.org
mailto:odellvs@gmail.com


Reunion T Shirt 

Shown is the 2015 Reunion T Shirt designed by Joseph Chontos RM2 of PCF 12 

You can order one with your reunion registration for $15 

 

Front Left side       BACK 

Swift Boat Sailors Memorial 
A Swift Boat Sailors Memorial website and physical exhibit is being developed.  For over a year the 
team of Bob Gnau (PCF 51 & 67), Sue Edwards (founder of Legacies of Swift Boat Sailors) and 
Bob Bolger (OIC PCF 99) have been working on this project.  
 
The heart of the SBSM is our website that will include such items as: 
Film clips, pictures, oral histories, bio of 50 sailors still on patrol, TF 115 accomplishments, educa-
tional materials, links to other swift sites, boat and crew information, Swift Boat Articles in back 
copies of Stars & Stripes. (Any info you would like included, such as photographs, audio clips, vide-
os, etc., please send to Sue Edwards at sueedwards@live.com) 
 
Our exhibit, which will originally be hosted at the Virginia War Memorial in Richmond, Virginia, will 
include: 
A model of a Swift Boat which will be on a base that has the name of the 50 still on patrol, a map 
where the fifty were killed and the location of swift bases, fact sheets of the Boat, the Crew, the 
Mission and articles from the Stars & Stripes. It will also include (2) interactive Kiosk’s with access 
to the website. Our plans also include a short film (15 – 20 minute) about Swift Boats. 
 
Your help is now needed to complete this project. Our budget for this project is $15,000. Donations 
can be made thru http://www.gofundme.com/sbsmemorial, or by check.  Checks should be made 
to the Virginia War Memorial Educational Foundation and sent to VWM c/o Ako Nagahama, 621 S. 
Belvidere St. Richmond Va. 23220 – 6504. Be sure to put on the memo line: Swift Boat Project.  



 
On Friday, May 8, 2015, the Commemorative Air Force celebrates the 70th Anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE Day). 

The Arsenal of Democracy World War II Victory Capitol Flyover will include 15 historically sequenced warbird formations traveling 

across our nation’s capital—from the Lincoln Memorial to the Capitol. The Flyover will feature over 70 warbirds representing the 

major battles of World War II, from Pearl Harbor to D-Day, ending with a final Missing Man Formation to “Taps.” Never before has 

such a collection of WWII aircraft been assembled at one location—a fitting tribute to the men and women at home and abroad re-

sponsible for this Victory in 1945. The Flyover is set to start at 12:10 p.m. and last approximately 40 minutes.  

Book Signing: 
 

A special event at this reunion will be a book signing by Admiral Roy Hoffmann. The Admiral will sign the 

book "This is Latch" by Wey Symmes.  "This is Latch" is the story of Rear Admiral Roy Hoffmann's career. 

Don't miss this event.  

 

When you purchase the book you can have the Admiral write a personal note in the front cover.  All proceeds 

benefit the SBSA. 



Deceased Swifties 2014—2015 
Mickey W. Walker  Hixson, TN Feb 2014 
Odis F. Terry   Hooks, TX Feb 2014 
Everett R. Jones  Bonita, CA Mar 2014 
William D. Rockhiill  Draper, UT  Apr 2014 
Ronald F. Tessada  Fresno, CA May 2014 
Lawrence J. Wasikowski Omaha, NE May 2014 
Larry A. Guffey   Glouster, OH Jul 2014 
Walt Maxam   Tucson, AZ Aug 2014 
Gregory Cybulski  Columbus, OH Sep 2014 
Monty Mantonya  Puyallup, WA Oct 2014 
Richard Santerre  Naples, FL Dec 2014 
Bill Kelley   Cobert, WA Jan 2015 
Jack Revard   Queens Creek, AZ Jan 2015 

Change of Address? Need 
new membership card? 

Stay in touch with your shipmates! 
 
Membership card replacement fee $5.00. 
 
Contact DC Current, Secretary 
Email– dc.current2@gmail.com 

Election of new Board of Directors 
During the business meeting we will be electing directors to the board to fill out positions needed for 
the 2015-2019 terms. If you want to work on the board and are willing to put in the time and effort to 
keep SBSA moving forward, please run for one of the positions. YOU ARE NEEDED. Contact Virg 
Erwin, he is conducting the election during our business meeting. He can answer your questions 
and take your name to run for office. If you are interested in serving on the Board or have questions 
about Board service, please contact Virg Erwin not later than 30 March 2015 at VirgErwin@aol.com 
or 858 487 6183. 
2017 Site Selection 
Dave Bradley will be presenting several cities, for the 2017 reunion, for your consideration at the 

business meeting. If you have suggestions please let Dave know your preferences. 

New Book 
Tempest in a Teacup 

Doc White is a photographer and Swift Boat veteran from San Diego and has written a piece of fiction about 

his experience in Vietnam. 

 

Teacups have held the brew that has sustained revolutions, cultivated thought and nurtured friendships for 

thousands of years. In Tempest in a Teacup, they hold all this and more — a long-lost treasure of incalculable 

wealth — second chances. 

 

Two friends—one Navy SEAL and one Swift Boater—return to their shared war zone on a last mission: to 

recover a sunken treasure in the hopes of restoring some of what was lost there 25 years ago while reaffirm-

ing the rare bond they had all along. 

 

He states in his forward that “writing about Vietnam and my time on Swift Boats brought back sharp, some-

times painful memories. But my most poignant and precious reflections dwell on the friendships forged in 

war and kept strong over a half a century.” 

 

His web site is oceanmagicphotography.com. The book can be ordered from Amazon. He plans on being at 

the 2015 reunion and will be honored to sign your copy. 

mailto:ghart@unf.edu
mailto:VirgErwin@aol.com


 

Don’t Even Think of Moving Without Telling Us! 
Email - Letter - Telephone - Just DO IT! 
DC Current:(603) 918-0992  email: dc.current2@gmail.com 
Snail Mail: 4109F LaGrande Princesse, Christiansted, VI 00820-4279 


